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Cameroon increases elephant protection after mass 
slaughter 

 
Yaoundé, Cameroon – Six months after the killing of hundreds of elephants in a Cameroon national park, 
WWF today is releasing exclusive video material from the scene of the shocking event. The release comes on 
the eve of World Elephant Day on Sunday, August 12, 2012. WWF fears that soon this event might celebrate 
an extinct species in Central Africa if ivory poaching and illegal wildlife trade is not ended. 
 
Between January and March of this year, heavily-armed foreign poachers invaded Cameroon and killed over 
300 elephants in Bouba N’Djida National Park. Since the incident, which drew worldwide media attention, 
Cameroon has moved to bolster security in its protected areas, including deploying 60 new ecoguards to 
secure Bouba N’Djida and monitor the park’s remaining wildlife. Two rangers recently received gunshot 
wounds while pursuing a potential poacher adjacent to the park. 
 
The Cameroon government has agreed a plan to recruit an additional 2,500 game rangers over the next five 
years. The Central African country also intends to establish a new national park authority, following the prime 
minister’s approval of an emergency action plan for securing all frontier protected areas. 
 
While on a recent visit to the military training programme of the new rangers, Cameroon Forestry and Wildlife 
(MINFOF) Minister Ngole Philip Ngwese told the recruits “MINFOF is counting on you to fight the challenges 
on the field, especially with the massacre of elephants at Bouba N'Djida. We can't wait to have you on the 
field so that together we will fight the course which we all share. You must understand you are working for the 
nation by protecting our bio-diversity, which is one of Cameroon's riches." 
 
Despite these efforts, elephant poaching in Africa has reached record levels in recent years, and Central 
Africa’s unique forest elephants have been the hardest hit. Tens of thousands of elephants are killed each 
year for their ivory tusks, which are mostly trafficked to consumer markets in Asia. 
 
“Today’s poaching gangs are sophisticated, global and vicious. They are invading our countries, not only 
slaughtering our wildlife but also killing rangers, and terrorizing communities,” said Basile Yapo, WWF-
Cameroon Country Director. “Cameroon has done the right thing by allocating additional resources to this 
serious national security issue. Other Central Africa countries should follow Cameroon’s lead and act now to 
stop criminal gangs before they strike.” 
 
“Large-scale elephant killings like the one witnessed in Bouba N’Djida can happen almost anywhere in the 
region. In fact, we have heard recent reports of 30 elephants being massacred in one night in Chad,” said 
Stefanie Conrad, Regional Representative for WWF in Central Africa. “Conservation is no longer an issue for 
environmental institutions alone. People’s lives and jobs are at risk because of it. Each time an elephant is 
killed a country is losing economic value. WWF is calling on Central African governments to put an end to 
ivory poaching and wildlife crime. The time to act is now.”   
 
In response to the escalating levels of wildlife crime, WWF and TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring 
network, are launching a global campaign to stop illegal trade of ivory, rhino horn and tiger parts. Visit 
panda.org/wildlifecrime or visit WWF on Facebook to learn more and take action. 
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Photo and video resources are strictly embargoed until 00:01 GMT August 10, 2012:  
English and French films to view or download: http://gvn.panda.org/?r=3450&k=faa0bd1346  
Media broll for download: http://gvn.panda.org/?r=3451&k=833d7edfaa 
Still photographs for download: https://photos.panda.org/gpn/external?albumId=4291 
The film will be available for online embed on August 10 from WWF’s YouTube and Vimeo channels 
 
WWF experts are available for interviews in French and English by phone or video Skype:  
Stefanie Conrad, WWF Central African Regional Programme Office Representative (French / English) 
Basile Yapo, WWF-Cameroon Country Director (French) 
David Hoyle, WWF-Cameroon Conservation Director (English) 
Lamine Sebogo, WWF African Elephant Programme Coordinator (French/English) 
Wendy Elliott, WWF Global Species Programme Manager (English) 
 
For further information or to schedule an interview contact: 
Florence Anouboudem +237 75 29 58 70 fanouboudem@wwfcarpo.org 
Alona Rivord +41 97 959 1963 arivord@wwfint.org 
 
About WWF 
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, with over 5 
million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries.  WWF's mission is to stop the 
degradation of the Earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with 
nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 
sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. 
 
Follow us on Twitter @WWF_media and visit panda.org/wildlifecrime  for the latest illegal wildlife 
trade news 
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